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make It something more than an empty hypothesis. The pheno-
menon which most favours our belief in it is the existence of a
general will or rather of a moral or social sense shared by a number
of individuals. For this readily admits of being regarded as the
empirical manifestation of a real connexion between spirits just as
the laws of gravitation1 are a manifestation of the real though
inaccessible vis viva< which is the essence of material things.
But if this account is at all sound, It seems at first sight very
odd that this spiritual reality behind empirically apprehended
individuals is so little revealed to us.2 This difficulty, however,
is only apparent, for we must remember that the intuition by
which a man recognizes himself as a member of the super-sensible
world must necessarily be different in kind from his awareness of
himself as a human being through a representation which has its
origin in his physical body. He must be regarded as the same
subject, though not the same person in the two worlds, and between
these divergent ideas of himself there Is simply no connexion what-
ever. For the representation of myself as spirit is an inference from
the observed phenomenon of the general will: it can never be given
in intuition or experienced, but we should be wrong for this reason
to assume that all apprehension of a mundus intelligibilis is out of
the question, for we might be able to represent to ourselves at
least something analogous3 to,the reality which in itself is imper-
ceptible to us. After aH, the subj ect is the same in both its capacities,
and therefore its ideas though admittedly quite disparate need not
be entirely disjoined; but It could hardly be denied that even this
limited degree of insight is at best the perquisite only of a limited
number of individuals and must in its very nature be of subjective
validity only.
Thus we can only conclude that there is nothing to prevent us
from believing in the existence of a world of spirits if we wish to~do
so, but if we do, we must remember that there is and can be no
proof of its existence since the nature of spirit and therefore of life
itself in so far as it Is held to be essentially immaterial and non-
mechanical is quite inaccessible to our intelligence.
Kant concludes from this that metaphysics regarded as a
system of knowledge concerning a super-sensible world must be
abandoned as a dream. All that we can claim to know are the
1 Ak. ii, p. 335. It was presumably this idea which led Kant to treat the
ethical views of Rousseau as comparable in importance to the physical theories
of Newton. See above, p. i, n. 2.            2 Ak. ii, p. 337.            3 Ak. ii, p. 339.